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CORONAVIRUS 


Dallas shuts 1t down 


City, county leaders order 
restaurants, bars to close 


DISD closes, affecting more 
than 150,000 students 
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A patient handed over a sample of sputum for COVID-19 testing during drive-through coronavirus testing at Neighborhood Medical Center on 
Belt Line Road on Monday in Dallas. 


Texas cases expected to skyrocket 


der. By Friday, Abbott estimated more 
than 10,000 people would be tested for 
the highly contagious virus each week. 
The promise of expanded testing 
comes as Texans have reported being 


‘Exponential increase looms 
as testing capacity boosted at 
statewide labs, says Abbott 


By ROBERT T. GARRETT 
and ALLIE MORRIS 
Staff Writers 


AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Monday told Texans they should in 
coming weeks expect “an exponential 
increase” in the number of state resi- 
dents who test positive for the new coro- 
navirus. 

Abbott also said that by the end of 
this week, all Texans who need a CO- 


denied even with a doctor’s order. Com- 
mercial labs are expected to carry out 
the bulk of new testing, since the state’s 
network of public health labs still re- 
quire patients meet stringent criteria 
for testing. 

Speaking at a news conference at a 
state emergency management center in 
San Antonio, Abbott acknowledged that 
an estimate of how many Texans have 
been tested at public laboratories — 


VID-19 test will be able to get one, if Dr. Martin McElya (left) and physician assistant Paige Lehrer 


Officials urge youths to obey 
ban, protect elderly 


‘We have to turn from 
selfishness to sacrifice, 
one county official says 


By HAYAT NORIMINE, 
SARAH BLASKOVICH, 
NIC GARCIA, 
DAVID TARRANT, 
CASSANDRA JARAMILLO 
and EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writers 


Local leaders took a series of 
unprecedented actions on Mon- 
day to halt the spread of coronavi- 
rus as Dallas County recorded five 
new cases of the deadly illness, 
putting the total at 19. 

The Dallas school district on 
Monday said it was shutting down 
all schools indefinitely, sending 
home about 154,000 students and 
20,000 employees. 

Also, bars and restaurants in 
Dallas were forced to close Mon- 
day, city and county officials an- 
nounced. And it’s unclear how 
long those restrictions will last. 

“We have to turn from selfish- 
ness to sacrifice,’ Dallas County 
Judge Clay Jenkins said. 

“There are no good choices, 
there are no easy choices in this 
fight,” Jenkins said somberly, call- 
ing on young people, especially, to 
abide by the new order to keep el- 
ders healthy. 

Dallas libraries, recreation 
centers and cultural facilities were 
already closed to the public begin- 
ning March 14 due to concerns 
about the coronavirus outbreak. 

In announcing the steps the 
city was taking to limit public 
gatherings to no more than 50, 
Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson said: 
“T lost a lot of sleep over this.” 

“Public health has been at the 
core of our discussions over the 
last 24 hours,’ Johnson said, add- 
ing that the decision was made af- 
ter consulting public health ex- 
perts and county officials. 

“The message that we heard 
has been consistent: Act early. Act 
aggressively. Act in the interest of 
public health first.” 

Much work is still being done 
to ensure not only the health but 
also the welfare of local residents, 
including thousands of elementa- 
ry and secondary students. 

Some of the more lasting im- 


they have symptoms and a doctor’s or- 


See ABBOTT Page 7A 


worked at a drive-through coronavirus testing center in Dallas. 


See DALLAS Page 9A 


Health workers prepare 
for swell of new patients 


Hospitals postpone 
surgeries, offer free 
virtual screenings 


By MITCHELL SCHNURMAN 
Staff Writer 
mschnurman@dallasnews.com 


The region’s major health 
companies are accelerating 
| their preparations for the co- 
- ronavirus, in part by asking 
` patients to postpone elective 
` surgeries. 

Texas officials also are re- 


quiring new protections, in- 
cluding limits on hospital visi- 
tors. One family member per 
patient will be permitted, and 
all non-essential visitors will 
be prohibited in hospitals and 
outpatient clinics operated by 
the hospitals. 

“We understand these new 
restrictions will be difficult for 
patients and their families and 
loved ones,” said David Kos- 
troun, deputy executive com- 


See HOSPITALS Page 8A 


Dow falls nearly 
3,000 points 

The U.S. stock market DOW | S&P 500 | NASDAQ 
plunged again as voic- 20,188.52 | 2,386.15 | 6,904.59 


es from Wall Street to -2,99710 | -324.89 | -970.29 
the White House said -12.93% | -11.98% | -12.32% 
the economy could be YTD: YTD: YTD: 
headed toward a re- -29.26% | -26.14% | -23.05% 
cession. 4B 


SOURCE: Bloomberg 

THE FIRST SHOTS in 

the first test of the first 

experimental coronavirus vaccine were given Monday. 
6A 

CONGRESS RUSHES to craft a sweeping economic aid 
package. 8A 

TOILET PAPER is not in short supply, despite some bare 
shelves. 12A 

STAAR TESTS were canceled on Monday while Dallas, 
Richardson and Highland Park officials said schools will 
be closed indefinitely. 1B 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL pushes back opening day 
until at least mid-May. 5C 


Throughout U.S., 
an epic clampdown 


Trump hints outbreak could stretch into August 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 

Millions of Americans holed 
up at home against the corona- 
virus Monday, with many of 
them thrown out of work until 
further notice, as authorities 
tightened the unprecedented 
lockdown and the list of busi- 
nesses forced to close across 
the U.S. extended to restau- 
rants, bars, gyms and casinos. 

With the U.S. economy 


shuddering to a near halt, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
plummeted nearly 3,000 
points, or 13%, its biggest one- 
day percentage loss since the 
Black Monday crash of 1987. 
The rapid work stoppage 
had Americans fretting about 
their jobs and their savings, 
threatened to overwhelm un- 


See 18 MORE Page 5A 
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Evening storms 
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Who would Biden choose as VP? 


Lottery 
ut nD Nation &World 2-4A Obituaries 10B 


TIA Sports TV 2c In Sunday’s debate, former Vice President 
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1A TV 4E Joe Biden said he’d pick a woman as his 


L 60 Autos 


6B Comics 2-4E running mate. Here are some educated 


Metro, back page Classified 


6-7B Puzzles 2-4E guesses. 3A 


METRO 


Little sun, more rain expected throughout week 


Parts of Dallas recorded nearly 4 inches of rain overnight into 
Monday, and it’s likely to keep pouring. “Between now and 
Friday morning, we have a lot of rain,” meteorologist Saman- 


tha Davies says. 1B 


